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With the Unite¢ States Mitidtarn ademy Firmly corrittes Y0 *re Lron-
sition that ethics can and will ht, vhe cuestion of Qro o teanrat i,
may sound absurcly acedemic. In rirg i*tc "0 orcopt tar forttericg o
Moral Cevelcpnent,'” the £5hics and Troicocicral tar Corrittec, WA, v -

cifically isclated seven core cosross and ceveral olectives wrr o n o tioern s
"to reet the Arry's needs for officers wiftrn well-consiceres wtoroirse ol
values" by centrituting "to the meral develcprent of cacdets, Brar et
core courses is & 2.5 credit hour, one semestor CGurse, o0 Fridoocpr sy e
Ethics. Yet, despite burgecning interest in norality anc e¥ricol Lo zoior,
as well as @ preliferation of acaderic courscy ir etnicy in curricul i
colleges, universities, and professional schoolc, There jc-=perhars not
unexpectedly~-widecpread chkepticion concerning tre friits to Lo harviet,
fron such courses, particulariy thote offered in urdercracue e tuarrinod o
A cynical comrmcnplace not infrequent!y heard io:  dre priscns cre foli 8
people who had ethics courses, Without fryinc to prove or refute wocr f Q-
wisdom, tet us merely sugcest that troce irciviouale miant have rad e
more crowded living conditions hao net thoce coorsec tawr Toooh?,
one inference capable of beine drawn {rom D000 Arcramtecti s orocuraner s
in the Harvard Edlveationcl keview:
Success In thic endeaver does nat incure rooal cord
However, i+ would be dongerous to telieve that secceso iy
moral instructior wouls be *rivial or vacwe.t. tor
although it o “rue that kncwing the oo lcen ot
guarantee the doing of i+, it §v cirmilarty *roe tro
an atsence of krowledqge f the ~ooo ond i
Judging the good often makes morc !l corguct drpecait oy
even if one decires fo do the qood ange bao treowi b
to do so. . . . Ferhars, then, we !
within the liberal arts ard cciencer fo cncaae in rer !
instruction which will te conducive 1o roral oot
but which will nct ircure i+, (pp. 470-407)
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Archarbacit'e comments, optinmictic yet proametic, ceorrve coarefol cored -
tion.

Perhaps some of the cuspicicors in regarc Yo tcacting edbio o e by Aror
wholesale misunderciarnding cbout whet Tethion™ To aro *te articiy <te s cont

of an ethics course.,  Cortainly the "air of ol rersd redicotion™ do, o
Bonhoeffer claime, @ "knowbedae of oo ard oyt Lat what ooty
"ethics" i, a5 dictinquished from otaica] petavior per se bar nistori iy
been varicuoly conceive g, Dne morgl ptidesopte ry Pl oW, Ty b, oy
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"ethics may te defined as the philosophical siudy of woral ity (Proiicry
o;" Moral FPhilosopnu, . ). Of course, lackina in this definiticn are
two important consideraticne:  What we mear by "rmoruclity'" and what rakoc o
study of morality a ghilesoprical study. The Zrericur Heriteco [letionar.
improves upor this defirition «liantly in defining c¢thics <s "the otuzy o
the general rature ¢f nmerals and the specific roral choices to to made ty

~

the individua! in his relaticnship with otbers.” The fncuclo cdla of
Philosorhy, however, is cuick to remind us that "trere (s no uncontroversial
Archimedean pcint frorm which ethics can bo charac*rerized.” ot ic rotv tc
say, however, thot meral philoscphers in the classic:] Trogiticn-=tTate,
Aristotle, Epicurus, Hobbes, Spinczay, Putler--did rot belinve they cools
commuricate ot jective tnewledoe concerring cad art evit, Perbopo o 2loarer
and more comprehensive way of detining ethics i

The branch ot philoscphy that investingzices rarality
ard, in particutar, fthe varietice of thinking by
which human conduct is aquided and may Lo appraicoo,

[ts special concern is in the meaninag and justificoticn
of utterances about the rightness and wronanecs of
actions, the virtue or vice of the rotives which

prompt ther, and the praisewcrthirecs or blarmewerthi-
ness of the agents who perform ftem, and the aoc.onnas
or tadness of the censequences to which fthey aive

use. (Dhe Harper Dleriorncry ¢ Nodern Dnowit,

pp. 214-215)

The very larquacge of the definiticn cives rice to come cucpicior: v-
cerning the teachatility of the discipltine., Despite Plate'c toelicd o0 o0
all krow the "acod" and need only recollect i1, one must aorit tro ad
like "morality,” "human conduct,”" "appraised," "richtneos,” "wriorane o
"virtue," "vice," "qoodness," and "badneoss" can be subiect to diveroe 0 -
pretations. Hevertheless meral philocophy, whether thecrized by st T tiv-
iste or ot jectiviste, has traditicnally had a practical purposc.  Morsl
knowledae was not conceived as simply theoretical but bad practicat irrctio-
tions for hew ran lived,  Indeed some moral philosophers—=Flote for o o-=
woul t find it inconceivatle that knewledage of right and the "uocd™ wou!
net insure the practice of the cocd. Whatever the merits of that apccifi
clair, morel philosophers, reaardless of individual ways of syctoratysing
and unifyine neral knowledae, have beer unanimeuc in their beliot thot
"ot joctive practicael knowledae about how we should live" can be |oirred

*
ind indeed rust be learned, if mankind is to precerve o cence of correoni

-‘\
We see then that moral philosophers have fraditionally beld to o cuanl
purpose for meral cducation--instructicn in Knowledge of morcl noree and
the consequent anplication ~f those norms.  £s5 a protescions| school, Weal
Foint i< clearly interested in beth aspects of the traditicnal concerne,
Arctartantt reminde ue that Ariaictte "emphasiced the importance of halitu-
atien or practicing riaght acts, o that the student's will wouls te trainee
to do what hic mind told¢ hirm wor richd™ (p, 476); thus the neco net to S tlow
ourcelves e think o f ethice' teing faught only i cone class, by ore dopart-
rent.  Incuiry inte ettical remificetione of decicion naking and tehavior
ruc b b erphasiced oo a vital icqaue throughoot the corriculur, in all




siaciplines, lest we cpen curselves foothe oy o b ol
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Alacdaie Macintyre in on article in S Sew sopid D Uty oo
Parente, "WheT onocarth o can b aodregy cn tnos o nociety wbere o0 ey :
[ron] to be roociarovered?"  Thore oy e crra et Tore e Bt e e
i",fi :JTIYH] That st Tooothe oo, T r'~'".:;' [ : L
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ctedcal voenitior,  Ofhers coe ctbio o o Pt §ler oy et
e F T te ot e ceenfiohied (o the ameent O tiee bt the o er T
T vieyw ¢4t ol tocer that Jrotesr = o dr e 3Ndoe o ra iy L e e e
Pe ot re e of percanat ity vedoprert witr oro pagvntied b R
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content . Tre contendira pole To e coeritive (content) arproast tooy i
intructior,  This schonl of thowsht atteng te to codify values ang o o0
a hierarchical relaticnehip - n value education, Accordisa ¢ trece o 'uea-
tore, values con, indeed, bte taurht,

what then chenl D the qoala of ethi ol irguiry be?  faming, cbia joe i g

difficult to anveer tecauss different Jdieciplines rproack fhe geatioe o

i ferent intellectual tackaronds. The probler
]

fecsionagl achool where there i an implicit ethic or etbicel corpitr
the oy of dhe frootitation==Tte rniten “tate s Miitary A cteepoame e o e o

in doubly corples B o -

fosuics 1F serveog.  There nre <ore who tolieve the qoal ot ook G tr o0 ¢
Shoul.t bee e sttorpt to develop "better” tonples=rore virtg o, oo, a
wrsitive, and ethically ciccoriminatino=-ar 1 ir fara boet=or ey o fdi0re
Ancther viewfoirt-—ecually corritive-—invalwes toachin g ptenta bow 0 e o=
Sororore conertly, analyee more Adiccrimicatiogly,, arl roecoanioe Lo -
tions or undertviry proemicsec of roral arcorentar Thio spproact cmpt oo
the tudy ot cifferent cthical thearics with o vicw 10 0 qensinag crpor o4
al weakreoses of cach, A third gogd riagrt be o thot o Coracionge e e e fe
Thic approach reflects bamlet's gaviee to Forario oot "vore oreorore 0 i s
in hreaver and eartr" then the ctoadent haco ot “ereart o f e L 0 Ty
rreitecopty " A fourth, ctesedy allicd arproact,  sgcacat sy g el o
clance gt coppeting othical wystere frae oy Wieroaricoal cerapoc tive A
tior to oroviding Inteltectual crirulation, thio opproac b vnal e by e

to Jocote their etbicol norre wittiir eonkia s o ot gt b it

Thore B, o8 conrae, o ST Sppre ot doo toc b ieg i - -
rrevatert in ocar ot ey e se e o gttt TRy i
i< cirply te dancre sucr o o be b edpoatio e, Thie i e 0t '
irto because of the dnaritity to teod rmoragl ot vior, Lre dam=tte o e

gous=~we chould not teach whatb we cor onet Aot wtb il owe ean te o e
Fnowledar and ethicel theorive we cognonet owidte 0y e e f 0 e e

1
and potenticl for drdectricration, teascb mopa b terocoior o Wil e 0
e TE L PR oty Triees b Toaoh M b e it o i e r 4
Poonue,  Certainly fhe ot cent o b b io fogrr e e e e e
retbodo toay, tut othe ren] eddae st dnatves T gty e o Do
content, b B the cogre b fop T tr L B T e by L A
leadine ther to foons tredr vicwr==wite b e il oo de w0

cortoapply drorec b Tt per s i berm o e Daye st e i o N
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Catlahan acronishas, whatever the qgoals of ethics instruction, one thing i
irperative:  "tnese who teach ethics must be fairly clear about juct which
qeale they cre tryieo to gecamplich o o . lect the resull to o general cwarp
i ocoarpeting purpcaes, confused pedeqoaies, and rmuddled students who are
cirely ret cortain what they are cuprosed to be tearnine.”

which one of these zpproaches has West Foirt adopted? The "Concept for
turthering Cadet Moral Developrent™ reflects o ~ynthesis of the best aspectc
«.f these separate approachec.

The United Ltates Army, entrusted oo it i with the natior’'s
treasure, rmuct be led bty officers who are rore! individuals.
The traite of character traaiticnally acsocited with norae
per-ons are the traite trat have dictirquished the best 1
rititary leaders o 0 . o Ao 2 rule, armics founder and
rations are poorly served when their military cfficers
Jive up the rerel Tife arc reject tre values related to
thece virtues.,

The Leites States Military Acadery avows 1o doep and
Lidine comnitmens to the roral growth of {re cadets.  They
dre the (ersons who will forr the nucleuws of the Gfficer
Corpe. The Military Acadery thereiore insicts or cortair
irarituticoral values chesen for their cppropriatoress in 4
cortritutivag to the coli-vevelonrent of morsi peroons and

for conctituting standards to whish ol Arry cfficers oan

proosdly subsoribe.s HNew gracuctes carnct be folly roncarnes

eade e v .

for cvery roral protler that riobt confrart ther, Lot they
ahicutd have o fire fea of whet heir country esrecta froe

ite Arey'e cfficers ang what thelr profeucior roauiron, ,
To reject theee ingtitotional wvoalues i te apurn the cose o .
cfowest Point, thouch oo accept the valveo 10 not e aveis
Yle reeg for creative rorst tncucht, bnaeed, the ST G 1
Aca-iemy ackrawledoes thaet it aracaates moy e owa b cul -
serite to g ovaricty, ard rance b etrnicsl ynters o antici-
pates that all cadets will cnictyee clocely ard vvialuaste
rotional by their own moeral beficf o0 o,
T OThe b srees Ao o whiich oot arew ror Ty ro o dorepe o there
ol g ethilc encompansineg mere than fhe v ro ot e
Heror Coae e o o dhedr tedt ol vape e, ruct of 7t
wi bl i e ke o A TR s e it
Py 0, West beint e e by e par gty o by
it apecial moeadl climeter The foogory oo et

evebopront of roatore morel balicf o Ly o haing t ot
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informec understanding of the moral irplicaiicrs of t
a particular kind of human beinc--a pruf :soional offi
of the U.S. Army.

LEJA VU

Anyone desiring a copy of the last edition of Ethice and th
Professior, dedicated to the topic of "A Professional Ethic," ma
cre by contacting the Editor, CPT Bill Jeffries (4337). A f{imit
of copies of editicn 1, "Wer and Morality" are also <till availa
anncuncement, hcwever, marks the last time we can make 1t aveailafble eqin=" ~
ning Jancary, (979, inquiries cencerning Kthics and the MI1{tary Prefessior
should be addressed to either CFT Ted Higgs or CF! Jim Nerel, in the lepart~
rent ¢f English (4337),

The following tibtlicgraphic information is previded for "hos=» ¢f you
desiring tc maintain up-*tc—date bitliographies on the subjects discossed
in previous editione.  The entries provided z2re for works putlished since
the correspending cdition f Ethices and the M ildtary froleseicr cr arc
cugnested irproverants or franslations listed previously. We encoursac
you to centact the editor tor cimilar sugeesticne you may have; bitlio-
graphic annctations are alwoys appreciated,

'

e war and Moralicy.

A petentially inpertant work in the area of acaressior thecry and huwkn
nature tas recently teen written ty prominert anthropolacist Marvin Ha
Jwrwmipale ard Hingo: The Dplliv of Jultire (lew York:  hendom bouce, ,1/).
berris arnues the inverse of tro Ardreyan thesic. Man's aguressiveness
GoeT oot Lptwn wer; war causes man'e acgresscive spirit. Pr cees war aw the
recult ot popotation requlation and, alorg with female infanticide, the
irice toobe paid for preverting a fcwerirg of standards to bare subsistence
bevelo,  Two rther works concerned with Christiar conscience and war have
lon recertly ceme to my attertion., Arthur £, Holmes has edited war and
hriotiar, REdes (Urong Tapids:  Baker Book bouse, 12750 This work brings
together brief excerpts from both Christiar ard nen~Crristiar thinkers from
Plats to beinhold Nicbuhr, Commentary i< beld to a minimur, and the prirar,
docurents are altowed to speak for themselves., Colections cfferod fres® the
protler fror the perspective of pelitical znd ethical theory., Another work
ir o lece gecolar vein ic Jean Laserre’s War and the Gospel., The bictory of
racifiom has also been updated ty Michael howard's kar and the Likeral Con-
cetence.  Thio significant centritution to scholarchip curveys attitudes
toward war from Erasrmus to objectors to the Vietnam war.  Cne stoulad roag
Howard's work before unctber previcoucly urnlioted werk on the come ot iect,
Christion faelfiem Dy Hulory by G0 P Muttel (10580 Tre buld trotocols
tor the Geneva Conventiorn of 1949 cocity csome of the avelalicrary change:
which Foave teen prompted ty the experiences of the laot three docanges, F
recent article Yy Hays W, Parke-="The 1777 Protceols to the Cencve Gonvern-
tion of 1529 " Leval Wy Collene Peview, 21, 0, 265 (Fabl ey, i 7--
revicw, *he irportance of there Prodoce b o they affoct Mreang and rett o g

of warfog ,

, lenal ity o weapona, protectior b e G e e bt v




internal warfare." A final additicn to "War and Merality" is a rore recat .

ble tranclation of Clausewitz's Cr har, by Michael boward (Prirceten:
Frinceton University Freess, 19706).

I'l. The Frofessional Ltlic.

Since the publication of this panphlet, a new book, (risie (n Corrir.
by Richard A. Gabtriel and Paul L. Savige (New York: Hill and wara, 1978),
has appeared. It is a provocative and timely study of Americar. military
ethical dilemras. The authors argue that much of *he disacter of Vietnar
can be explained not by pofifical ideology but by & ccllapce in rmorele and
performance of the Officer Corps of the United States Army. Thic collapce,
according to the authors, was prorpted ty an erphzasis or "manaaerent' ir

lieu of "leadership.” A not unrelated tcok is a wicgely selling work entitic:

O Tne Foyehelogy of MLL{tary Ireonpetence by Rerman Fo Cixor (Hew Yord:
Basic Bocks, i97€). Cixon otfers a peychcloaical and historical survey of
examples of militery incompetence. |f you aran® hipr hie presupposition,
Cixon's reductivistic approach fellows. To this reader, however, hic Li
is flawed and unremarkable.

’
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FUTLRE EVENTE

The Department of English will contirue its vicitine lecturer pnroar v
this spring. Prominent philosophers and noral philocopbhors Yo Lo
invited tc address philosophical and exiclogical ivaucs. ALl rpectin s

are open to USMA Staff ond Faculty anc will bo cdvertior ia 4v Toily
Eulletin. The next scheduled lecture will oderecs "uwoar o Voralisy "
The speaker will te Frcfescor Thomas Naacl, Privc ten toiveraisy, T
lecture will te presented on 21 [ecember at o Time el looe o bo g
Other Jectures currently scheduled by the Departmert of aictory o bohog-
icral Science and Leadership include:

Or. Barmon Smith, Fhilocopher and Profecccr of Applicd Nedical b )
LCuke University Medical Center, will speck on "edical fthice,” 10 lecemtor
1978, in Room 102, Thayer Hall. Tte tinc will be necunced e the Caity
Pulletin.

Frofessor Morton Tleutsch, preminen® poychotonist o d cducater,
will speak on "Equity Theory,” 1919 hours, b Decerbor 197 ) in oo
Bartlett Hali,

Professor Norman Githe, Visitinag frofesesor oof Hictory, will peak <
"War and Mcrality,”" 1915 hour<, 10 January (9749, in Roor 100, Thayver ol

Fleuse bring information concoerning ovente G the ey b i ooy
and ethlcn e tre Editor (4377 for discemination to the oot b o e -
nity. 1f you have csugnesticn. for poositle arens of rooearch o oo o e

N
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thom o the Goitor, RLR T ow wond the NPT Prorocelon, Doy

Enclish, or too o monter of the [rhics oind
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7. te moral knowledge @ cognitive ckill?
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weoeethio, for it confirec dbe prejatices of ttooe todents and facnlty
whe o et that rer sl reccening e irhereet ly odncorc o ive et

Becore uehic e, for troanmermi g

oy

conroan o eor b PocieT will ocoen
rdveate preaai e o f e e dtrae or




Callaten, Daniel. "Ethics and Value tducation.," Liberal Fluw-zticn, #4,
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ic pessible to seolialy, acceptably, uand lecitimstel sttenmpt o introa .o :
Py ¢ b i

students in serious wa thical and value quecticone,” Lsaerticii.

students in a serious way to ethical i | 1 o t ’

b ware paper found in Naticral Forum urder the title, “The Febirte o
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Callahen, Daniel. "Tre Febirth of Ethics," Jatiowna] Forur. U rine 1570,
f=1l0 Catiahan, Director of *he Bastings Jerter, Inctitute of Cocicty,

Ettiicy and the Litfe Sciences, Aassestes the rapidly arcwing it e 7 r

values anc ethics throughout the country. He reviews covers! i oo

reraining te be answered as the feaching ethics burgeorc i reord

righer education: (1) VWhat cre the possible goals of ftre tesonin o :

cthice? () Fow can or “hould ethics be Taunht? (7)) wheo v e = o q

orrics?
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education: (1) hand on oo "knewletge of aood ana evil" o Tknow o
Fow" fo cot, and () insuring chitdren's conduct conforns e trio

"enowledae "

Ccosens, Williar Koo "what DHilos phy Tries o Tcach" lvaching Jhiloec; i,
P (Sunmer 1979, 1=11. A couns look at the croper aoals for o pnilo e,
ethics conurae,  Dictinquicbing betwoen wnat philceophy 19 an whot poi-
fosophy tries teo teach, Cocosens proposes a teaching theary indicating
that what phitooephy tries 1o toath 1o net sirply nedthe d or o owey

life tut o form of creativity., e i cusaon toth coanitive ot non-
4
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o Ethies:  FPregrece Ferort. btoctines-on-Hudoon, e Ardtar O,
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Hew York: Holt, Rinehart, & virston, 14971, A trorouch study of the
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